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Pine Island Schools are dedicated to 
providing its students the education they 
need to prepare them to graduate from 
high school and enter their adult lives.  
Our school is committed to maintaining a 
high quality education for our students, 
and we are working hard to provide con-
tinuous support to our teachers and our 
students as they work toward achieving 
the high academic standards we have 
set for them. 

 

What is Adequate Yearly Progress? 
Federal law, under the No Child Left Be-
hind Act, requires increased accountabil-
ity for schools to reach high standards 
for all students in reading and mathemat-
ics.  Each year, as part of the require-
ments for the No Child Left Behind Act, 
the state releases Adequate Yearly Pro-
gress (AYP) reports for public schools in 
the state of Minnesota.  Among other 
things these reports measure our stu-
dents’ performance in terms of the pro-
portion of students who are at or above 
state-defined academic standards in 
reading and mathematics as measured 
by the Minnesota statewide assess-
ments.  The reports are called Adequate 
Yearly Progress reports (and are an inte-

gral part of the school report cards), and 
the school is required to share these re-
ports with its parents. 

 

Based on the results of the state assess-
ment, Pine Island Middle School has not 
met the required percentage for profi-
ciency for two consecutive years in the 
area of special education.  Under the 
federal No Child Left Behind legislation, 
Pine Island Middle School is not making 
adequately yearly progress in the area of 
special education and is required to noti-
fy the district publicly via newsletter. 
 
Meeting the educational needs of all of 
our students is a high priority at our 
schools. Because we have been identi-
fied for improvement in the area of mid-
dle school special education, our staff is 
creating a plan to improve student test 
scores in reading and mathematics. 
While crafting this plan is not required by 
the state under AYP, Pine Island Middle 
School has initiated one. The plan is 
based on data identifying the needs of 
our students, staff, and school and is 
focused on research-based methods of 
raising student achievement.  

become more independent and, from a 
parent’s perspective, that is not a bad 
thing. The key is they also need to take 
on the responsibility that is needed to be 
independent. Using parental control tools 
that allow you to monitor their grades, 
attendance, and participation is im-
portant. PowerSchool gives parents the 
ability to see what and how their child is 
doing. Please make sure that you look at 
your child’s grades every couple of days. 
If you see something that is concerning, 
please contact your child’s teacher either 
by email or phone to find out what is 
needed to help them out. High school 
courses place more emphasis on aca-
demic achievement, whether or not they 
graduate depends on their high school 

One thing nice about shoveling snow is 
that it is an activity that will keep you 
warm while working in the cold! Colder 
weather keeps kids more focused on 
���������	�
�	���
���������	��	�����������	�
more of each soon living in Minnesota. 
Hopefully, one indoor activity is studying. 
It seems that while the winter breaks 
provide time for students to get ahead on 
their work, it also creates opportunity for 
them to get behind. Please make sure 
that you monitor your child’s work on the 
PowerSchool grade book. 

 

High School Success Tips 
High school is a different time for both 
students and parents. Students start to 
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grades and passing state required tests. 
The state tests are measures of the stu-
dents’ knowledge and ability in math, 
reading, and writing. I have found that 
reading is an important skill that also 
helps them to pass the math test.  

 

High school also has many more social 
activities. It is important that your child 
takes part in some of these. I feel that 
PIHS offers a wide variety of events, 
clubs, and activities for students to take 
���	���
��������������������������	������
portunity to take part in something. It is 
important that students have the chance 
to interact with others in a more relaxed 
and fun way. If you are wondering what 
type of activities or clubs we have here, 
take a look by the gold gym across from 
the concession stand. We have pictures 
of the students in the clubs and sport 
programs that we have at PIHS from the 
past year. 

 

A greater need for time management 
and organization will be necessary for 
students to be successful in high school 
also. It is important that students find 
their niche, but as they do so, they again 
need to learn responsibility. Help your 
child balance their life and find their inter-
ests. Make sure they understand that 
being well rounded is important and that 
often for teenage students they think 
they would like to follow a certain career 
path, but that might change in a year or 
so. Students should consider areas of 
interest such as arts, humanities, com-
munications, business – management or 
administration— health services, human 
services, engineering and manufacturing 
technologies, or agriculture and natural 
resources. The route to a career in any 
of these areas is spattered with a variety 
of courses and knowledge.  The time to 
specify is not in high school, but during 
their post-secondary years. 

 

Testing 1 – 2 – 3 
You will probably hear more in the news 
about changes in testing requirements 
for schools in Minnesota. There will be 
new versions of the tests coming out this 
spring in what is called Minnesota Com-
prehensive Assessment III, the third ver-

sion of the test. The testing process will 
change some for K-8, but will remain 
pretty much the same for the 9 – 12 stu-
dents. The tests that will be required are 
writing for students in grade 9, reading 
for students in grade 10, and math for 
students in grade 11. The tests will be 
given for all three grades on April 17 
starting at 8:00 AM in the morning. All 
tests will be paper/pencil. The reading 
and math tests are two mornings in 
length, so students in grades 10 and 11 
will be taking the test again on April 18th.  
Seniors will not be required to come to 
school on April 17 until 10:30 AM at 
which time we will have a senior meet-
ing. All students in grade 9 – 12 should 
also be in attendance on the April 18th. 
Please mark these dates on your calen-
dar, and make sure your student attends 
on these days. It is a requirement that 
students pass these tests to graduate. 
Here is a little information about these 
three tests. 

 

In grade 9 students take the test of writ-
ten composition. Students are given a 
simple topic that can easily be related to 
their life and are asked to write about it. 
They need to provide an introductory 
paragraph stating at least three support-
ing ideas. The next three paragraphs 
should elaborate on those ideas and give 
details supporting the topic. The final 
paragraph will summarize the topic and 
conclude. As you can see, a student 
could pass this test with as few as 5 par-
agraphs which may have only 5 to 10 
sentences in each. Neatness of writing 
and use of vocabulary helps score a high 
score on this test. Students may retake 
this test each year if they do not pass it 
the first time. 

 

In grade 10 the students do a reading 
comprehension test. This often is made 
up of real newspaper and magazine arti-
cles that were printed in the last year or 
two around Minnesota. The students are 
asked questions about vocabulary, infer-
ences, summaries, author’s meaning, 
and comprehension. This test usually 
contains 80 questions for the student to 
answer. If the student does not pass this 
test the first time, they are allowed to 
take the test again every other month 
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during the school year, and the retest is 
an online version.  

 

In grade 11 the students must take a 
mathematics test. This test is made up of 
two parts, the Minnesota Comprehensive 
Assessment score (MCA) and the GRAD 
score which is required for students to 
graduate. The focus is mostly on Alge-
bra, but about 1/3 of the test is on geom-
etry and statistics. The students may 
retest in this test during the school year if 
they fail also. Students who fail are re-
quired to do some sort of remediation 
and repeat an online version of the test. 
In the past, if the students took the test 
two more times they would be allowed to 
graduate. The current legislation does 

��	�����������	��	
��	����	�����	������	���
test to graduate. They will be able to re-
take the test every other month to pass. 
We will provide some remediation mate-
rials and assistance to help students 
pass.  

 

All three of these test results will be 
found on the student’s transcript. Poten-
tial post secondary schools or employers 
will have the ability to use the information 
given as they feel important in their situa-
tion or means of employment. If you 
have questions, please contact your 
child’s teacher, counselor, or myself for 
more information. 
�
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For the 24th year, the National Geo-
graphic Society is holding the National 
Geographic Bee for students in the 
fourth through eighth grades in thou-
sands of schools across the United 
states and in five U.S. territories, as well 
as in Department of Defense Depend-
ents Schools around the world. The 2012 
Bee is sponsored by Google.  
  

The Pine Island Middle School held the 
Geography Bee finals on Friday, Decem-
ber 16, 2011, in the school cafeteria. The 
finalists this year were Garrett Cobb  gr. 
8, Cody Schoenmann  gr. 6, Nick Cain  
gr. 8, Jonathan Aggen  gr. 8,Molly Shel-
ton  gr. 8, Emily Nelson gr. 8,Lindsay 
Cobb gr. 7, Logan Meurer gr. 7, Ryan 
Fohrman  gr. 6,Tyler Seelbinder gr. 6.  
 
Sixth grade student Cody Schoenmann 
was crowned champion and was pre-
sented the championship medal by Duku 
Moses who was a  multi-year Pine Island 
local champion and state entrant last 
year.  
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Early Childhood Screening (ECS) is a 
free check of your child’s growth and 
development provided by Pine Island 
Public Schools.  The ideal time to have 
your child screened is between the 
ages of three and four .  Screening at 
an early age is strongly recommended.  
Screening is required before kinder-
garten entrance. 

 
The screening will provide a check of 
your child’s vision, hearing, growth, im-
munization status, and developmental 
skills. The results are shared with the 
parent at the end of the appointment. 
The child is not  required to “pass” to get 
into kindergarten. The developmental 
tool used for the assessment allows for a 
range of ages. 

 

The next ECS will be held on Tuesday, 
March 6, 2012 and Wednesday, March 
7, 2012.  Call the Health Office at 356-

8785 to secure your appointment. If you 
want a specific time, call soon! The earli-
est and latest appointment times fill up 
quickly. Appointment times range from 
7:30 AM until 3:30 PM.  Evening appoint-
ments are not  available because chil-
dren do not perform their best when 
tired.  Your child should be screened 
in March, 2012, if he/she will turn age 
four before October 2012, or if he/she 
has already turned age four or age 
five and has not yet been screened .   
 

Attending any preschool or ECFE clas-
ses, does not eliminate the requirement 
for screening.   

 

If you have questions regarding screen-
ing eligibility or any other questions per-
taining to  ECS, please contact ReNee 
Bofferding, ECS Coordinator and Li-
censed School Nurse at 356-8785. 

has been instrumental in so many IBM/
���������������	��������
�	���
Mentor Program, EE Week 
and others. This unique grant 
reflects the importance of his 
lead projects and other IBM 
volunteers. The Grant was 
awarded for $10,000.00. We 
have earmarked the grant 
money for putting new wire-
less notebooks or laptops in 
the MS/HS Library. 

We are extremely fortunate that IBM vol-
unteers help in so many 
ways. Recently, Tom 
Heise, IBM Engineer, and 
Janice Thompson – IT 
Director at Pine Island 
Schools, collaborated on 
a grant for the 100th Anni-
versary of IBM. The Grant 
is called the Community 
Impact Grant. Mr. Heise 
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All Scientists!! Mark those calendars for 
Thursday, March 8th.  The Science Mu-
seum will be here for the program 
“Solids, Liquids, and Gases”.  The Family 
Science Fair will again be held in the af-
ternoon. Students will be working on pro-
jects for the Family Science Fair to be 
held from 2:00 - 2:45 in the cafeteria. 
Anything to do with solids, liquids, or gas-
es is acceptable. What liquids can be all 
three?  What solid can never be a liquid 

but it can be a gas? At what tempera-
ture does a liquid become a gas?  Or a 
solid? Lots of "oozing, slimy fun" sci-
ence projects can be made! Let your 
imaginations run wild.  Every student in 
third grade will be making a project to 
meet the Graduation Standards re-
quirement for the Inquiry Method.  If 
you need poster board for your project, 
please see Mrs. Thompson.  Students 
in preschool through first grade will 
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It has been a great year so far in both 
the Physical Science and Physics cours-
es at Pine Island High School.  The 
physics students have most recently tak-
en part in an egg drop competition where 
the goal was to design a container that 
would protect an egg when dropped from 
a height of just over 10 feet.  They could 
only use materials that they could find at 
home and that were not originally de-
signed to protect fragile items.  In other 
words – No Bubble Wrap!  

 

I am happy to say that each group was 
successful in their egg endeavors.  A few 
groups did have to make some modifica-
tions after their egg broke the first time, 
but that is all a part of the design pro-
cess! The students were applying ideas 
about impact force, impulse, and mo-
mentum.  I must say that the students 
did a very EGG-celent job!  
 

Heading back to 9th grade, we just 
wrapped up a unit of Atoms and the Peri-

odic Table.   One of the larger projects 
that we did with this unit was to create 
our own periodic table as a class.  Each 
student in 9th grade was assigned one 
element and they were in charge of cre-
ating the “Element Block”.  The students 
really did a great job making their blocks 
look great and also finding great pictures 
and fun facts about the element that was 
theirs!  The project is ALMOST complete 
– we are just waiting for a few more ele-
ment blocks to be finished. It will be dis-
played for the rest of the year and will 
hopefully be a project that they can look 
at and be proud of their collective work 
as a class! 

 

Overall, this has been a great semester. 
I am very thankful to be here at Pine Is-
land teaching.  This community is won-
derful, and the students are great.  I 
could not have asked for a better place 
to begin my teaching career at.  I am 
looking forward to the second semester 
here at Pine Island. I hope that you are, 
too! 
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Students have been working on NXT 
Robots since August, and all the hard 
work really made a difference. At the 
final competition in Rochester at the 
RCTC Field House on Dec. 14, Pine Is-
land high school students took 1st in the 
Advanced NXT Long Term Project and 
1st in the Advanced NXT Short Term Pro-
ject. The team of juniors, Jordan Cook, 
Evan Jaeger, Tommy Palof, and Nathan 
Simon took the first place in the Long 
Term, and 8th graders Nicholas Cain, 
David Eaton, and Shane Field took first 
place in the Short Term Program. Other 
teams did well, but had tough competi-
tion from the Rochester Schools. 

 

IBM volunteers worked with the students 
every Tuesday afternoon from 3:00 – 
5:00 in the cafeteria since August. Those 
wonderful IBM volunteers were April Bai-
ly, Christopher Cain, Daniel Weber, Eric 
Barsness, Eric Simon, Joe Peplinski, 
Keith Swanson, Sheri French, Tom    
Ringle, and Vicki Morey. Teacher Coach 
was Janice Thompson. 

 

What is ILEO? – IBM Lego Education 
Outreach. IBM Rochester continues 
IBM’s TEO (Technical Education Out-
reach) initiative with Rochester Area 
Schools using Lego Robotics to advance 
the disciplines of programming, engi-
neering and scientific. 

Lego Mindstorm Robotics.  

The objectives are: 

Compelling, enjoyable, effective engi-
neering education activity 

Programmable building kits based on 
standardized, pervasive LEGO compo-
nents 

Incorporates engineering design, me-
chanical engineering, and computer pro-
gramming 

Natural division of labor and teamwork.  

Team names and team participants 
were: 

Robo Lords        Andy Kroll, Shane Titus, 
Jacob Wolkenhauer, Oliver Jablonski 

RA3P                 Ally Barr, Andy Bogard, 
Pat Bogard, Alyssa Bronk  
Be Joyful            Jordan Brehmer, Mor-
gan Brehmer, Hannah Bronk, Lauralee 
Eaton  
Lego Mechanics Keagan Bailey, Zachary 
Cain, Coltin Strop 

X-Team              David Barsness, Noah 
Kneeland, Misha Martyanov 

Rising Thunder Threat      Alex Pahl, 
Wesley Sorum, Franklin Westlake 

Team Beastly        Adam Barsness, Tyler 
Kneeland, Cole Weiss 

The Secret Service     Jonathan Aggen, 
Rylee Shanks  
Oatmeal             Jordan Cook, Evan Jae-
ger, Tommy Palof, Nathan Simon  
Three Musketeers   Nicholas Cain, David 
Eaton, Shane Field 
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In 1974 an impressionable, young man started working at Pine Island 
School as a mechanic in the bus garage.  He liked working on the bus-
es so much that when he graduated, he stayed on in the garage adding 
a bus route to his job description.  When Ralph Stussy, the Transporta-
tion Director, retired, he stepped into the position. Now 37 years after 
picking up that first wrench, Bob Grobe is retiring.  

 

Bob has been a tireless employee.  On those cold, blustery winter 
mornings, he’s the one that keeps an eye on the weather and drives out on the little 
country roads to see if the buses can run their routes that day.  He’s the one to plow 
the parking lots and move the snow so everything is clear when others arrive at school.  
He’s the one who floods the ice skating rink in the winter.  He’s the one that mows all 
the fields in the summer.  He’s the one that stripes the athletic fields.  He’s the one that 
cleans up after floods.  He’s the one who makes up all the bus 
routes.  He’s the one that coordinates all the bussing for the field 
trips and all the sporting events, and other extra-curricular events. 
He’s the one to coordinate all the alternative school bussing. He’s 
the one who repairs and maintains the buses and school vehicles. 
He’s the one who supervises all the bus drivers and keeps records 
on the vehicles and bus personnel.  And in between all of that, 
he’s the one who received 100% on 13 bus inspections in a row, 
which is unheard of!   

 

After 37 years, it’s hard to believe that Bob won’t be directing the 
busses.  We wish him well in his future endeavors. 
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have a presentation on The Wonder of Science: Dinosaurs!  Cool! More information will 
be coming as the time gets closer! Participation forms will need to be filled out. The Sci-
ence Museum on the Move has always had great programs. The top 50 projects will go 
on to the ZED Science Fair held at Kasson on Friday, March 16th.  Watch for future an-
nouncements. 

 

Academic Triathlon 
Academic Triathlon has begun meeting in grades 5 – 8.  Criteria for being in Academic 
Triathlon are the following: excellent academic scores (NWEA, MCA'IIs, class grades, 
teacher recommendation) creative thinker, works well in a group, and likes to have fun!  
Our first meet was held in Kasson, and teams did an outstanding job. We will have team 
totals in March. We have ten teams this year. What a wonderful busload of students 
heading out on Friday nights! 

 

Knowledge Bowl 
The Southeast Service Cooperative offers Knowledge Bowl Competitions for students in 
grades 7-9 and senior high grades 10-12. After four months of competitions, Pine Is-
land’s eighth and ninth grade teams will be going to Sub Regionals on Weds,. Jan. 4th. 
Watch for further developments in the daily announcements.  The competitions are in-
terdisciplinary academic contests for students. During the contest, teams of students 
compete in written and oral rounds by answering questions related to all areas of learn-
ing, typical of secondary educational programs. Questions test students’ recall, problem 
solving, and critical thinking skills. This competition provides a format for student growth 
centered around academics. Senior high students go into sub regions on March 14th  in 
Rochester.  Janice Thompson is the coach with Terri Swan helping at each meet as the 
volunteer. 
�


